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1 - GOAL
This competition format was created to evaluate a system builder’s skill and ability to
install aftermarket equipment and build a system to operate at peak performance in the
categories of Safety, Integrity, Integration and Craftsmanship. It also evaluates the
builder’s knowledge of the system and creativity used in system design.

2 - INTENT
The intent of IASCA’s Installation Quality Challenge (IQC) format and its rules is to
provide a fair, fun and unbiased judging format, rewarding the system builder for the
installation of aftermarket equipment.
To evaluate the automotive sound system, the installer, its installation and related
components in six main criteria; Presentation, Safety, Integrity, Integration,
Craftsmanship and Creative Elements.
To promote the sale of aftermarket car audio equipment to the public and educate them
on the benefits of quality aftermarket car audio product.

3 - PURPOSE
The purpose of IASCA IQC is to raise the standard of sound system installation, educating
consumers and industry members alike to the benefit of a properly installed aftermarket
sound system, without bias or consideration towards brand or vehicle, aiding in the
promotion of system safety, performance, serviceability and cosmetics.

4 - DIVISIONS AND CLASSES
Divisions and Classes in IASCA IQC are based on the system builder (installer), their
status within the mobile electronics industry and the level of installation.
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5 - IQC JUDGING CRITERIA
Judges will evaluate the installation of the sound system in an objective manner, using the standards set in this rule book
and a score sheet itemizing the evaluation in the following order:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Presentation
System Safety
Installation Integrity
System Integration
Craftsmanship
Creative Elements

•

The system builder (installer) must present the system/vehicle to the Judge. Only in the case of extenuating
circumstances can another individual (other than the installer/builder) present the system/vehicle; this must be
approved by the IASCA Office prior to the evaluation of the system/vehicle.
All Installation judging will be performed by one judge.
IQC judging criteria is the same for all classes, with the exception of Creative Elements scoring levels.
Judges will utilize the charts as found in this rule book to determine some of the installation judging criteria, as
required.
Competitors are not allowed to view their score sheet (or any score sheet) until after competition is over and awards
have been presented. Any competitor attempting to view their score sheet will receive a 10 point deduction from the
total score.

•
•
•
•

In the case of a tie, the winner will be determined by the highest score in the following sections, in the following order;
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Creative Elements
Craftsmanship
Cosmetic Integration
Installation Integrity
System Safety
Presentation
If a tie remains, the competitors will share the position equally.
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6 - IQC DIVISIONS AND CLASSES
IQC Divisions
•

AMATEUR (1 Class only) - Open to average consumers interested in learning about competition. This Division is
only offered at local events. Those competing in the SQC Novice or Amateur class will compete in this class.

•

STREET (2 Classes) - Open to individuals who do not work in, or are not affiliated to, the mobile electronics industry
in any way. Those competing in the SQC Advanced Amateur class will compete in this class.

•

PRO (2 Classes) - Open to all mobile electronics industry individuals who work at the retail level (Retail shops) and
non industry related individuals with a higher level of installation. Those competing in the SQC Pro/Am and Pro
class will compete in this class.

•

EXPERT (1 Class) - Open to all individuals who excel at system building and customization. Those competing in
the SQC Expert 1 or Expert 2 class will compete in this class.

•

EXTREME OPEN (1 Class) - Required all competitors in SQC Extreme Open. The IQC score for this class will be
combined with the SQC Extreme Open SQC score for one total combined score and award.

IQC Classes
There are two (2) classes in IQC Street and Pro Divisions only; Classes are based on the ‘style’ of installation
STOCK Class- A STOCK Class installation maintains the integrity of the vehicle’s interior OEM appearance with
continuity. The trunk (or cargo area) may be custom, but must maintain styling cues from the interior.
•
•
•
•

System installation retains vehicle functionality, inclusive of safety and security features (spare tire, etc.).
The highest points are awarded to the installation that creatively expands upon the factory look.
Color and texture are important.
The main motivating factor behind an installation in the STOCK Class is to make it look the way the factory would do
it, where no one portion of the system equipment and its installation are emphasized.

CUSTOM Class - A CUSTOM Class installation purposely highlights the installation and its components.
•
•
•

Consistency in the methods of highlighting, color selection, blending, creative methods of integration and theme will
be important aspects evaluated.
This type of installation lends itself to the outlandish, much in the way a custom vehicle stretches the limits of an
OEM factory vehicle.
The main motivating factor behind an installation in the CUSTOM Class method is to make the system and
installation stand out as a focal point of the vehicle.

GENERAL VEHICLE / SYSTEM / EQUIPMENT INFORMATION (All IQC Divisions/Classes)
1. Vehicles allowed to compete in IQC must be motorized vehicles such as cars, trucks, vans, SUVs, COVs, designed
and built by the manufacturer for the purpose of being driven on the road by the general public.
2. Vehicles such as trailers, motorhomes, golf carts, motorcycles, etc. are not eligible to compete.
3. All sound system equipment used in the installation, whether OEM or aftermarket, will be evaluated using the same
criteria in all scoring sections.
4. Only equipment installed or modified by the system builder will be evaluated, including OEM. OEM equipment which
has not been modified will not be evaluated.
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6.1 - AMATEUR DIVISION
6.1.1 - Intent
The intent of the Amateur Division is to provide a place for the average consumer with a passion for car audio to
compete in a fair, fun and unbiased format.
6.1.2 - Competitor Requirements for Amateur Division
•

Non-Industry Members only; competitors cannot be employed in the mobile electronics industry.

6.1.3 - Vehicle/System Requirements for Amateur Division
•

Modifications to certain interior cosmetic panels and components are allowed, for the purpose of housing sound
system equipment. Panels that are allowed to be modified are; kick panels, roof pillar trim pieces (A/B/C pillars),
dashboards, inside door panels, rear parcel shelf, console.

•

Modification of non-cosmetic vehicle panels in this class – Non-cosmetic internal panels in, and areas of the vehicle,
including internal panels such as inner door sheet metal, rear parcel shelf, firewall, floor pan (under vehicle), trunk
floor and wheel wells, and areas such as the engine compartment and trunk/hatch areas, can be cut or modified to
house equipment for the purpose of sound quality. This also includes any panels manufactured in these areas to
house equipment.
Any cutting or modification of, or to, these panels must not allow for the panel itself, or any equipment installed in
them, from protruding to extend past the vehicle’s external body lines. Modifications cannot interfere with the proper
operation of the vehicle.
External body/sheet metal panels, including but not limited to external door skins, hood, trunk lid, roofs (including A/
B/C/D pillars), quarter panels, fenders and the vehicle’s OEM glass cannot be modified in any way. Exception:
window tint is allowed on OEM glass, provided it meets State legal window tint percentage laws.

•

Panels and interior vehicle components not listed above (including, but not limited to, seats, seat rails, headliner,
floor carpet) must remain intact and unmodified. If you’re unsure about a modification, contact the IASCA Office.

•

Speakers (not including subwoofers) can be mounted in vehicle A pillars and/or dashboard if not equipped as such
from OEM. For purposes of cosmetics, competitors may modify the mounting location using standard materials such
as body filler, fiberglass and covering materials to make the area cosmetically appealing and maintain an OEM
Appearance (see Glossary of Terms).

•

Speakers being mounted in vehicle A pillars or dashboards are limited to 5 1/4” (133.5 mm) maximum speaker size,
or equivalent cone area (21.65 sq. in.)

•

Aftermarket audio components can be mounted in any of the “approved for modification” panels listed above, or
within the vehicle’s interior, as long as they do not compromise the safety of the vehicle, the Judge or impede the
proper operation of any of the vehicle’s safety features.

•

Any other additional aftermarket equipment used in the vehicle’s sound system may be mounted anywhere in the
vehicle, so long as the vehicle interior maintains an OEM factory appearance.

•

All OEM vehicle functions (such as windows, door locks, sunroof, door handles, etc.) must maintain their
functionality. Example: windows designed to roll up and down must be able to completely perform that function
without interference from any installed aftermarket component.

•

Sound enhancing materials used in the vehicle (such as sound dampening) must not be visible or impede the proper
fit of any vehicle panel.

•

Commercially available dash pads may be used in Amateur Class. Pads or coverings not intended specifically for
automotive applications (example - towels, blankets, etc.) are not allowed.

•

All OEM vehicle safety features in the interior of the vehicle which include, but are not limited to, airbags, emergency
brake, seat belts, seat adjusting mechanisms, etc. must be intact, unmodified and fully operational.

•

Convenience items such as the spare tire and jack may be removed.

•

There are no limitations to the type and amount of audio equipment used in Amateur Class.
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6.2 - STREET DIVISION
6.2.1 - Intent
The intent of the Street Division is to provide a place for non industry related individuals with a passion for car audio to
compete in a fair, fun and unbiased format.
6.2.2 - Classes
There are two Classes in the Street Division; STOCK and CUSTOM
6.2.3 - Competitor Requirements for Street Division
•

This Division is reserved for installers (builders) who do not work within the industry, more commonly known as ‘do it
yourselfers’ or DIYers. Non-Industry Members only; competitors cannot be affiliated with, or employed in, the mobile
electronics industry in any way.

•

System must be installed and built by the competitor

•

Competitors can receive technical support in the building and installation of the system

•

Competitors may be part of a competition team

•

Competitor may be sponsored by a manufacturer and receive product at a significantly reduced cost

6.2.4 - Street Division STOCK Class Vehicle/System Requirements
• A STOCK Class installation maintains the integrity of the vehicle’s interior with continuity. Color and texture are
important. The highest points are awarded to the installation that creatively expands upon the factory look. The main
motivating factor behind an installation in the STOCK method is to make it look the way the factory would do it, or
better.
• Modifications to certain interior cosmetic panels and components are allowed, for the purpose of housing sound
system equipment. Panels that are allowed to be modified are; kick panels, roof pillar trim pieces (A/B/C pillars),
dashboards, inside door panels, rear parcel shelf, console. Any modification made must maintain an OEM
“appearance” (see Glossary of Terms for definition).

•

Commercially available dash pads may be used in Street Division Stock Class. Pads or coverings not intended
specifically for automotive applications (example - towels, blankets, etc.) are not allowed.

•

Panels and interior vehicle components not listed above (including, but not limited to, seats, seat rails, headliner,
floor carpet) must remain intact and unmodified. If you’re unsure about a modification, contact the IASCA Office.

•

Speakers (not including subwoofers) can be mounted in vehicle A pillars and/or dashboard if not equipped as such
from OEM. For purposes of cosmetics, competitors may modify the mounting location using standard materials such
as body filler, fiberglass and covering materials to make the area cosmetically appealing and maintain an OEM
Appearance (see Glossary of Terms).

•

Speakers being mounted in vehicle A pillars or dashboards are limited to 5 1/4” (133.5 mm) maximum size.

•

Aftermarket audio components can be mounted in any of the “approved for modification” panels listed above, or
within the vehicle’s interior, as long as they do not compromise the safety of the vehicle, the Judge or impede the
proper operation of any of the vehicle’s safety features.

•

Any other additional aftermarket equipment used in the vehicle’s sound system may be mounted anywhere in the
vehicle, so long as the vehicle interior maintains an OEM appearance.

•

All OEM vehicle functions (such as windows, door locks, sunroof, door handles, etc.) must maintain their
functionality. Example: windows designed to roll up and down must be able to completely perform that function
without interference from any installed aftermarket component.

•

Sound enhancing materials used in the vehicle (such as sound dampening) must not be visible or impede the proper
fit of any vehicle panel.

•

All OEM vehicle safety features in the interior of the vehicle which include, but are not limited to, airbags, emergency
brake, seat belts, seat adjusting mechanisms, etc. must be intact, unmodified and fully operational.
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•

Convenience items such as the spare tire and jack may be removed.

•

There are no limitations to the type and amount of audio equipment used in Street Division Stock Class.

6.2.5 - Street Division CUSTOM Class Vehicle/System Requirements
•

A CUSTOM Class installation is one that purposely highlights the installation and its components. Consistency in the
methods of highlighting, color selection, blending and creative methods of integration, will be important points of
concern. This type of installation lends itself to the outlandish, much in the way a street rod stretches the limit of an
OEM factory vehicle. The main motivating factor behind an installation in the CUSTOM Class is to make the
installation stand out from the vehicle.

•

Modifications to interior cosmetic panels and components are allowed, for the purpose of housing sound system
equipment.

•

All types of dash pads (standard, custom made) may be used in Custom Class. Temporary pads or coverings not
intended specifically for automotive applications (towels, blankets, etc.) are not allowed.

•

All aftermarket audio components can be mounted in any location of the builder’s choosing, so long as the
equipment does not compromise the safety of the vehicle, the Judge, or impede the proper operation of any of the
vehicle’s functions or safety features.

•

All OEM vehicle functions (such as windows, door locks, sunroof, door handles, etc.) must maintain their
functionality. Example: windows designed to roll up and down must be able to completely perform that function
without interference from any installed aftermarket component.

•

Sound enhancing materials used in the vehicle (such as sound dampening) must not be visible, impede the proper
fit of any vehicle panel or impede the proper operation of OEM vehicle functions.

•

All OEM vehicle safety features in the interior of the vehicle which include, but are not limited to, airbags, emergency
brake, seat belts, etc. must be intact, unmodified and fully operational. Convenience items such as the spare tire
and jack may be removed. Seat adjusting mechanisms may be modified to increase length, providing that they do
not compromise the safety of the vehicle, the Judge, or impede the proper operation of any of the vehicle’s safety
features.

•

Convenience items such as the spare tire and jack may be removed.

•

There are no limitations to the type and amount of audio equipment used in Street Division Custom Class.

6.3.1 - Intent
The intent of the Pro Division is to provide a place for industry related individuals with a passion for car audio to compete
in a fair, fun and unbiased format.
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6.3 - PRO DIVISION
6.3.2 - Classes
There are two Classes in the Pro Division; STOCK and CUSTOM
6.3.3 - Competitor Requirements for Pro Division
•

This Division is open to all non-industry and industry affiliated competitors (veteran builders, shop installers).

•

System can be installed and built by the competitor or a an installer working for a shop.

•

Competitors can receive technical support in the building and installation of the system

•

Competitors may be part of a competition team

•

Competitor may be sponsored by a manufacturer and receive product at a significantly reduced cost

6.3.4 - PRO Division STOCK Class Vehicle/System Requirements
• A STOCK Class installation maintains the integrity of the vehicle’s interior with continuity. Color and texture are
important. The highest points are awarded to the installation that creatively expands upon the factory look. The main
motivating factor behind an installation in the STOCK method is to make it look the way the factory would do it, or
better.
• The vehicle interior must maintain an OEM appearance (see Glossary of Terms) and retain all standard seating
positions.
•

Custom made panels, consoles or baffles designed specifically for the purpose of improving the system’s sound
quality are allowed within the boundaries of the vehicle’s interior. Panels and interior vehicle components not listed
here (such as the dashboard, seats, seat rails, headliner, floor carpet) can be modified, so long as the interior
maintains an OEM appearance.

•

The system head unit (source unit) must be mounted in the OEM location.

•

System speakers and subwoofers may be located anywhere in the vehicle, so long as they do not impede the
proper use of OEM vehicle functions or safety features.

•

Any other additional aftermarket equipment used in the vehicle’s sound system (such as amplifiers, capacitors,
processors, etc.) can be mounted in the cargo area or the vehicle’s interior.

•

No system components or equipment may be permanently mounted to the outside of the vehicle.

•

All OEM vehicle functions (such as windows, door locks, sunroof, door handles, etc.) must maintain their
functionality. Example: windows designed to roll up and down must be able to completely perform that function
without interference from any installed aftermarket component.

•

Aftermarket items such as cell phone holders, iPod docks and their attachment cables are allowed within the
boundaries of the vehicle interior.

•

Dash pads may be used in Stock Class. Temporary pads or coverings not intended specifically for automotive
applications (towels, blankets, etc.) are not allowed.

•

Sound enhancing materials used in the vehicle (such as sound dampening) must not be visible or impede the proper
fit of any vehicle panel or impede the proper operation of OEM vehicle functions.

•

All OEM vehicle safety features in the interior of the vehicle which include, but are not limited to, airbags, emergency
brake, seat belts, etc. must be intact, unmodified and fully operational. Convenience items such as the spare tire
and jack may be removed. Seat adjusting mechanisms may be modified to increase length, providing that they do
not compromise the safety of the vehicle, the Judge, or impede the proper operation of any of the vehicle’s safety
features.

•

There are no limitations to the type and amount of audio equipment used in Pro Division Stock Class.
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6.3.5 - PRO Division CUSTOM Class Vehicle/System Requirements

•

A CUSTOM Class installation is one that purposely highlights the installation and its components. Consistency in the
methods of highlighting, color selection, blending and creative methods of integration, will be important points of
concern. This type of installation lends itself to the outlandish, much in the way a street rod stretches the limit of an
OEM factory vehicle. The main motivating factor behind an installation in the CUSTOM Class is to make the
installation stand out from the vehicle.

•

Only the front seating positions must be maintained.

•

Modifications to interior cosmetic panels and components are allowed, for the purpose of housing sound system
equipment.

•

All types of dash pads (standard, custom made) may be used in Custom Class. Temporary pads or coverings not
intended specifically for automotive applications (towels, blankets, etc.) are not allowed.

•

All aftermarket audio components can be mounted in any location of the builder’s choosing, as long as they do not
compromise the safety of the Judge or their ability to evaluate the vehicle’s sound system.

•

All OEM vehicle functions (such as windows, door locks, sunroof, door handles, etc.) can be modified but must
maintain their functionality. Example: windows designed to roll up and down must be able to completely perform
that function without interference from any installed aftermarket component.

•

Sound enhancing materials used in the vehicle (such as sound dampening) must not be visible or impede the proper
fit of any vehicle panel.

•

All OEM vehicle safety features in the interior of the vehicle which include, but are not limited to, airbags, emergency
brake, seat belts, etc. may be modified. Seat adjusting mechanisms may be modified to increase length. Any
modifications can be made as long as they do not compromise the safety of the Judge or their ability to evaluate the
vehicle’s sound system.

•

Convenience items such as the spare tire and jack may be removed.

•

There are no limitations to the type and amount of audio equipment used in the Pro Division Custom Class.
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6.4 - EXPERT DIVISION
6.4.1 - Intent
•

The intent of the Expert Division is to offer a competition arena for the most highly experienced installers/builders
with vehicles that have extensive modifications beyond the criteria of the other Divisions. Modifications to the vehicle
are done specifically to create the ideal listening experience in the vehicle. Systems are evaluated by two Judges.

6.4.2 - Competitor Requirements for Expert Division
•

Open to all competitors; there are no minimum requirements for this Division.

6.4.3 - Vehicle/System Requirements for Expert Class
•

Seating positions may be modified. Any modification of seats or seating position must not compromise the safety of
the Judge or their ability to evaluate the vehicle’s sound system.

•

Vehicle interiors (including, but not limited to, panels, dashboards, etc.) may be modified.

•

Vehicles allowed to compete in the Expert Division must be motorized vehicles such as cars, trucks, vans, SUVs,
COVs, designed and built by the manufacturer for the purpose of being driven on the road by the general public.
Vehicles such as trailers, motorhomes, golf carts, motorcycles, etc. are not eligible to compete.

•

OEM vehicle functions (such as windows, door locks, sunroof, door handles, etc.) may be modified or disabled, as
long as they do not compromise the safety of the Judge or their ability to evaluate the vehicle’s sound system.

•

Standard removable dash pads purchased from a retail outlet may be used. Custom made dash pads, or
permanently affixed aftermarket dash pads, are allowed. Temporary pads or coverings not intended specifically for
automotive applications (towels, blankets, etc.) are not allowed.

•

All OEM vehicle safety features in the interior of the vehicle which include, but are not limited to, airbags, emergency
brake, seat belts, etc. may be modified. Convenience items such as the spare tire and jack may be removed. Seat
adjusting mechanisms may be modified to increase length. Any modifications can be made as long as they do not
compromise the safety of the Judge or their ability to evaluate the vehicle’s sound system.

•

Aftermarket audio components can be mounted anywhere in the vehicle, as long as they do not compromise the
safety of the Judge or their ability to evaluate the vehicle’s sound system.

•

There are no limitations to the type and amount of audio equipment used in Expert Division.

6.5 - EXTREME OPEN DIVISION
•

Required for all competitors in SQC Extreme Open
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7 - JUDGING PROCEDURE

7.1 - PRIOR TO EVALUATION
1. The Judge will introduce themselves to the competitor prior to beginning the evaluation.
2. The Judge will ask the competitor if they are ready for their installation judging. If the answer is yes, the judge
will ask the competitor to begin their presentation. Judge is not allowed to evaluate the system and vehicle until
the competitor gives approval that the vehicle is ready to be judged.
3. If a judge has to return to a vehicle more than twice to ask the competitor if they are ready, the judge has the
authority to penalize the competitor by deducting 10 points from the overall score for tardiness or delay of
judging.

7.2 - DURING THE EVALUATION
1. During evaluation, the Judge will listen attentively to the competitor’s presentation without interrupting. The
Judge will withhold all questions/comments until after the presentation is complete, unless the competitor asks a
question of the Judge.
2. The vehicles and systems for all competitors will be evaluated with the engine off, unless circumstances dictate
otherwise.
3. The Judge will use the competitor’s photo log book and any lists they present, along with the vehicle itself, to
complete the evaluation. This will require that they may need to move around the vehicle to inspect it during
evaluation, so it is recommended that the competitors leave enough space around the vehicle so the judge may
move freely and allow access to any area of the vehicle the judge requests to see.
4. The Judge will evaluate the vehicle in the order of the score sheet, starting with Presentation, Safety, Integrity,
Integration, Craftsmanship and Creative Elements.
5. Once the Judge has completed the evaluation, they will exit the vehicle and thank the competitor.
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8 - Membership (8 Points Total available)
8.1 - IASCA LOGO ON DISPLAY
0 or 3 points
Three (3) points are awarded for displaying the IASCA sound waves logo (see logo at the end of this section) on the
exterior of the vehicle. By definition, the exterior of the vehicle is described as; being able to view the logo from a
standing position with all the doors, the hood (bonnet) and trunk (boot) closed. The logo does not have to be
permanently affixed to qualify.
8.2 - IASCA MEMBERSHIP
0 or 5 points
Five (5) points are awarded for being a card carrying IASCA member in good standing. Competitors must present
their current IASCA Membership Card to the IQC Judge during their presentation; it is not the responsibility of the
Judge to ask for it. An IASCA Competitor Membership may be purchased the day of the event, however, it must be
purchased PRIOR TO entering the judging lane. New IASCA membership credentials (as in a receipt of payment) must
be properly authorized and presented to the Judge.
NOTE: The Head Judge or promoter reserves the right to award these points to any new member on the day of the
event should the IASCA Membership kit shipped from Headquarters has not yet been received by the competitor. If the
competitor has a copy of their order confirmation from IASCA, the Judges will award the competitor their points, but only
for that event; the competitor must present their membership card at the next event in order to earn these points.
The following rules apply to the judging of Presentation:

9 - Presentation (55 Points total available)
•

All competitors are required to explain their sound system and installation to the Judge in the form of a verbal
presentation. If weather conditions are poor (rain, snow, sandstorm or dust due to field conditions etc.), these
conditions will be taken into consideration during the competition by the Judge.

•

The System builder/installer must present their vehicle within a certain time frame designated for each
Division/Class. If for any reason the builder/installer is unwilling or unable to present the vehicle, a score of 1 point
only will be assessed to the score sheet. NOTE: If there are extenuating circumstances preventing the
installer/builder from presenting the vehicle, they can request someone take their place by writing the IASCA Office
for approval. IASCA reserves the right to approve or deny the request.

•

The presentation may include, but shall not be limited to, or required to have, photo logs, videotape, schematic
drawings, or any other form of documentation. Competitors may use computers that have been integrated into the
vehicle for their system presentation. The competitor cannot require the Judges to wear any devices during the
presentation. (i.e. headphones, 3D glasses, goggles, helmets, hula skirts, etc.)

•

The competitor must not leave the judging area until the vehicle evaluation is complete; they will not converse with
any official judging at the event during evaluation, unless requested by the Judge to answer a question or to clarify a
system element.

•

A competitor is required to show all areas of their vehicle to the Judge during the presentation, even if said
compartment contains no equipment related to the audio system. (i.e. a covered truck bed that contains no audio
equipment.) If a competitor refuses to show any or all compartments, the Judge is authorized to deduct 2 (two)
points per compartment in Presentation scoring.

•

After the presentation, the competitor will be directed to a designated waiting area while scoring is being assessed.
Judges will evaluate the presenter’s presentation and explanation for Creative Element and installation requirements
within the presentation display. Elements of the installation or presentation that are of a high level of quality, difficult
to accomplish, or require a significant amount of preparation will be considered in judging for the degree of difficulty
in the execution of each element.
Allotted Time for Presentation by Class
Amateur Division

5 minutes

Street Division

7 minutes

Pro Division

10 minutes

Expert Division

15 minutes

Extreme Open Division

20 minutes
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9.1 - System Presentation

1 to 10 points

The system installer/builder will be given a specific amount of time to describe the vehicle and system and point out any
special elements of the vehicle’s mobile electronics installation, such as hidden components, installation techniques,
special efforts in system Creative Elements, operation of the system, precautions, etc. - that may affect the judging. The
Judge will not interrupt the presenter during this time.
It is the presenter’s responsibility to keep the presentation within the time allotted. Judges will politely inform competitors
when the presentation will begin and when the time has expired. If the presentation goes over the allotted time, the
Judge may deduct up to 1 point per minute over the allotted time, based on the amount of time over.
9.2 - System Knowledge

1 to 10 points

In this scoring section, the Judge will evaluate how well the installer knows the vehicle’s audio system. The score will be
determined by the installer’s knowledge of the system during the presentation and may include questioning the installer
after the presentation is over, during the judging process.
9.3 - Photo Log Book

1 to 10 points

Points are awarded based on the level of detail shown in the photos relative to the installation of the system and the
judging sections on the score sheet, as well as the organization of the photo log book for easy reference when judges
are scoring. It’s recommended to have the photos organized in such a way that they follow the scoring sections of the
score sheet.
9.4 - Overall Theme

1 to 10 points

Scoring is based on how well the installer was able to create a common theme/display with the vehicle, system,
installation and display. The theme can have various attributes, as long as the overall theme (or concept) is maintained.
Maximum points can be earned if theme extends beyond vehicle (external displays, etc.).
9.5 - Attention to Detail/Cleanliness
1 to 10 points
The vehicle, system and display area should be clean and presentable at all times during the competition. Cleanliness,
as well as the attention to detail of the entire vehicle and surrounding area will be evaluated. Damage to the vehicle and
interior trim panels will be taken into consideration. The Judge will check all vehicle compartments and the display area
for dirt, trash, fingerprints, dust, damage, etc.
NOTE: The Judge will also take into consideration the type of vehicle that is being evaluated. Vehicles used as “daily
drivers” will typically have signs of normal wear and tear. These items will not affect the scoring for “daily driver” vehicles,
however show cars and “trailer queens” will be held under the highest scrutiny. A Judge will not penalize a competitor for
the average condition of the vehicle; damage to the vehicle resulting from an obvious vehicle accident may or may not
affect scoring, depending on the age of the damage.
9.6 - Security System

0 to 5 points

Points are awarded based on the type of security system, features and proper operation of the system and its features. If
the vehicle does not have any form of security system, points cannot be awarded in this section. Points are awarded as
follows:
0 points for - no system at all, or a non functional system, OR
1 point for - an OEM or aftermarket Keyless Entry System OR
2 points for - an Aftermarket or OEM Alarm/Security system
0 to 3 additional bonus points for - any additional functions connected to the security system. 1 point per function will be
awarded. Note: A function on a security system is considered as the “complete cycle” of that function (e.g. Windows roll
up and down).
Additional Bonus points may be awarded for, but not limited to, the following items:

Windows Up/Down

Door opening/closing control

Convertible top control

Door Locking control

Lighting Control

Motorization control

Trunk Release control

Processor Controls
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10 - System Safety (40 Points Total available)
System Safety is broken down into 9 scoring areas. All scoring areas are judged to determine the relative safety
of the sound system installation in the vehicle.
10.1 - BATTERIES VENTED & SECURED
0 or 5 Points
Batteries connected to any charging system installed anywhere in a vehicle must be vented and securely
mounted. All batteries installed in the trunk (boot) or passenger compartment of a vehicle must be contained in a sealed
chamber with adequate ventilation (minimum ¼” inside diameter tube) to the exterior of the vehicle. This is to prevent
any potential build up of hydrogen gases during recharge conditions, whether from the vehicle’s charging system or an
external battery charger. Batteries that have been upgraded or have had the cables upgraded must also comply with this
rule.
EXCEPTION: Batteries that are considered “sealed units” may be exempt from the sealed chamber section of this rule, if
the competitor can provide proof that the battery does not emit any gases under charging conditions. This can be proven
with an owner’s manual for the battery stating that the battery is a sealed unit and does not emit gases during charging
conditions. If the sealed unit battery manufacturer makes claim that the battery may produce gases if charging
instructions are not followed, the Judge may verify that the charging system is within the guidelines of the battery
specifications by checking the voltage of the charging system in use.
If a charging system fails to meet the sealed unit battery manufacturer’s requirements for proper charging, points may
not be awarded if the battery is not contained in a sealed chamber with adequate ventilation.
NOTE: All batteries that are in a sealed chamber must have photographic evidence of venting.
10.2 - SAFE TO OPERATE WHILE DRIVING

1 to 5 Points

In this section, Judges evaluate whether the system can be operated (Volume, track selection, power on/off)
without unreasonable distraction from the road. If, in the Judge's opinion, the system cannot be operated safely
while driving, low points will be awarded. The location and orientation of the above-mentioned controls and the status
display of the system will be weighed by the Judges to determine if the system is safe to operate while driving. For
example, a track display located between the bottom seat cushions of the front seats would be considered an
unreasonable distraction. Furthermore, motorized installation elements must be designed so as not to interfere with the
safe operation of the vehicle.
RULE Verification: The judge will ask the competitor to sit in the vehicle, in the normal driving position with the
doors closed and both hands on the steering wheel. The competitor will then demonstrate the ability to operate
and view the audio system controls. This demonstration will not be considered as part of the presentation time
given to competitors.
10.3 - POWER WIRE SIZE

0 or 5 points

Proper wire size should be used for both positive and negative current requirements. There is no deduction or
additional points awarded for wires bigger than the minimum size specified by the Power Cable Calculator Chart. If wire
size does not meet requirements, points will not be awarded. (See Power Cable Calculator Chart on next page)
Example: A 4 gauge wire runs from the front battery to one 1000 watt amplifier in the trunk. How long can the
wire be? A 1000 watt amplifier draws 1800 watts from the 12-volt source (based on a 60% amplifier efficiency rating).
1800 watts at 12-volts is a current draw of 150-amps. Therefore a 4 gauge wire passing 150-amps of current can be no
longer than 12-feet. Current calculation formula: Amp Wattage times Efficiency, divided by voltage = current draw.
How to calculate required wire size for your system application:
1. Add up the total fuse ratings for each piece of equipment to be powered by the main power wire and calculate the
total current required.
2. Measure the length of power wire needed
3. Locate the closest total amperage rating in the chart below and follow the column down to the closest wire length
required, then cross reference to the wire gauge column on the left of the chart.
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Power
Cable
Calculator

10.4 - APPROPRIATE POWER WIRES FUSED

0 or 5 points

All electronics throughout the audio system installation must be individually fused (a fuse that is in line with
each (one) piece of electronic gear) with appropriate value fuses. Chassis-mounted fuses on electronic equipment
satisfy this requirement. Competitors must present photographs of (or physical access to) fuses for in-dash equipment.
All fuses must be readily accessible within 60 seconds and be able to be replaced within the five minute breakdown
period. A Judge may request that this be demonstrated and will not award points if it cannot be done.
What is considered an “appropriate value fuse?” Factory recommended fuse ratings for equipment are the first point
of reference; in order to comply with these ratings, proof from the manufacturer must be presented to the judge for
verification or the fuses within the amplifier must be visible for judges to inspect.
NOTE: Judges will allow for a 20% over/under allowance in fuse rating. Protecting your equipment with a fuse value
more than 20% below the recommended rating will not be considered as appropriate. If there is a fuse inline between
the amplifier fuses and the main power/distribution connection, the lower value fuse/s of the two will be considered the
primary fuse.
All system power wires connected to any positive battery post (or terminal) must be fused within 18 inches of
wire length from the battery post (terminal) and prior to the power cable's first pass through any sheet metal or
other conductive material. The term “wire length” indicates the complete wire, from tip to tip, inclusive of wire
inside the fuse holder and battery terminal. If there is no fuse present or the fusing is located beyond 18 inches or 46
centimeters of wire length, or after the power wire passes through sheet metal, the score will be zero.
NOTE:
Banks of batteries located within 18 inches of wire length between each other may be evaluated as one battery and the
wire between them need not be fused. Factory dual battery systems (usually found on larger diesel powered vehicles)
often do not have factory-installed protection between batteries. - Additional protection is not required in these cases,
unless the cable between the batteries has been upgraded.

This chart shows the maximum
recommended fuse sizes for the
wire gauge listed, based on a wire
length of 15 feet.
Source www.bcae1.com
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Wire Gauge

Maximum Recommended Fuse
Size

00 awg

400 amps

0 awg

325 amps

1 awg

250 amps

2 awg

200 amps

4 awg

125 amps

6 awg

80 amps

8 awg

50 amps

10 awg

30 amps

12 awg

20 amps

14 awg

15 amps

16 awg

7.5 amps

10.5 - ALL WIRES PROPERLY PROTECTED

0 or 5 points

A non-conductive grommet must protect all wires where they pass through any metal panel* or against any
metal edges. Additionally, a non-conductive protective sleeve (a wire’s insulator is not considered as a protective
sleeve) must protect all wires that pass along, by or against any potential hazardous metal. This includes, but is
not limited to; all power wires, signal wires (e.g. RCA cables), speaker wires, security wires and convenience
option wires. The grommet and sleeve must provide protection against elements common to the area in which it is
installed. Any installed cabling mounted to the exterior of the vehicle, whether underneath or above, must be properly
protected against exterior elements such as road debris (salt, sand, dirt, water, rocks, etc.) and must not be mounted (or
hanging) below the chassis of the vehicle.
*Definition of a “pass through any metal panel ” - A “pass through any metal panel ” in IASCA terms, is defined as a
wire (power cable) travelling perpendicularly through any conductive material panel, with any edge of the conductive
panel being less than one inch (1”) away (along its complete circumference) from the edge of any wire or wire insulator.
In order for the wire (power cable) to be considered as not passing through a conductive material panel, there
must be a minimum of one (1) inch (25mm) of distance between the outer edge of the passing cable/s (along its
complete circumference) to any edge of the conductive material panel.

Any wire (cable) passing through an opening in a conductive material panel, equal to or greater than specified and being
considered as “not passing through a sheet metal panel”, must be supported by a non conductive material in order to
maintain the minimum required distance between the wire (power cable) and the conductive material panel (see diagram
below).
EXEMPTION: Competitors using commercially manufactured pass through connectors that are approved by any major
safety standards organizations* for completing a circuit through a conductive material panel are exempt from the
minimum “non conductive” material distance rule. However, competitors manufacturing their own wiring pass through,
whether it be a grommet or pass through connector, must adhere to the rule. If using a commercially manufactured pass
through connector approved by a major safety standards organization, it is the competitor’s responsibility to prove to the
judge that it is an approved connector.
*Major Safety Standards Organization indicates such groups as DOT, UL, CSA, European Safety Standards such as
CE or BG, Automotive Groups such as ASE, F1, NASCAR, NHRA, etc.

The following is an example
of what is not considered a
“Pass Through any Metal
(or Conductive) panel”:

The following is an example
of what is considered a
“Pass Through any Metal
(or Conductive) panel”:
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10.6 - ALL WIRES PROPERLY TERMINATED
1 to 5 points
All connections of wires at terminations and both positive and negative terminals must be protected from potential
shorting and corrosion. All wire conductors (copper, etc.) must be insulated and not exposed. All Terminations and
Terminals must be accessible by the Judges; failure in this will result in a lower score being given.
NOTE: “Properly Terminated” refers to how well a wire is inserted into a terminal on, or attached to, a piece of
equipment. It does not refer to the type of terminal used by the competitor when making the connection, or to the
manufacturer when building a piece of equipment. This means that no matter what type of terminal is used, there should
not be any loose strands of bare wire or metal protruding (or visible) from the terminal or the connection that could
potentially touch on (or be touched by) a conductive surface causing a short circuit and, that the terminal and where it
connects is properly protected from corrosion.
The following examples satisfy this requirement:
Terminals:
• Terminals that are coated or plated
• A complete or partially sealed enclosure surrounding the terminal (battery venting or “vents” that allow gases to
escape from the enclosure are acceptable).
• A non-conductive water proof grease covering the termination
Wire Termination:
• A heat shrinkable material that provides protection against fluid penetration
• A non-conductive water proof grease covering the exposed wire (Waterproof grease should be used to stop
corrosion penetrating up the cable.)
10.7 - INTERIOR WIRES HIDDEN FROM VIEW

0 or 5 points

Any wires in the passenger compartment that are not part of a visual display should be hidden from view while sitting
upright in any seat of the vehicle or standing upright outside of the vehicle.
10.8 - WIRES SECURED

1 to 5 points

All wires should be neatly tied down at regular intervals (maximum 8 inches apart) and routed in a neat and orderly
fashion so as to prevent them from interfering with the mechanics of the location in which they are installed. Any type of
tape or glue is an unacceptable means of securing wires in any area that is exposed to the elements.
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11 - Installation Integrity (40 Points Total available)
Installation Integrity Scoring Scale
Perfect

10 points

Exceptional

8 - 9 points

Very Good

6 - 7 points

Good

4 - 5 points

Marginal

2 - 3 points

Needs Improvement

1 point

In this section, Judges will evaluate the integrity of the system's installation. Aspects of the installation that the
Judges will consider include: proper cooling and ventilation, reliability of the system , ease of access for
service and safe system design.
NOTE: OEM components used in the sound system installation that have been modified by the installer and
incorporated into the system will be evaluated in the same fashion as aftermarket components, including but not
limited to: source units, amplifiers, speakers, other devices. Unmodified OEM components will not be evaluated.
11.1 - SOURCE/INTEGRATION UNIT

1 to 10 points

Maximum points are scored by those units that are secured in a fashion that they have no detectable movement
when evaluated. The Judge will evaluate how well the source unit or the OEM integration unit is physically mounted in
the vehicle; they will check for sufficient support and the fit and finish of the source/integration unit and accompanying
panels. The entire dash panel assembly and surrounding trim must fit together precisely. Points can be deducted for any
of the following: loose mounting brackets, gaps or improper fit of any major panels around the source unit mounting area.
A source unit is defined as any piece of installed equipment that is capable of playing the official IASCA reference media
available at an event, inclusive of in-dash OEM or aftermarket CD/DVD/MP3 players, single/multi disc CD changers,
onboard PC or video game console, iPods, MP3, ZUNE or similar players capable of playing the media.
In the case of an unmodified OEM source unit being used in an installation, the OEM integration unit will be evaluated in
place of the source unit.
11.2 - AMPLIFIER/S

1 to 10 points

Amplifier/s must be solidly mounted in areas that promote ease of access, proper cooling/ventilation, ease of
fuse access, ease of servicing and mounting location. Points will be awarded for amplifier mounting architecture that
promotes a safe and logical location, easy access to amp fuses and controls and proper amplifier cooling capabilities.
Amplifiers mounted in areas which inhibit cooling, improperly secured to the vehicle, mounted in such a way that
promotes difficulty in accessing fuses or controls or may create a safety hazard could have points deducted.
11.3 - SPEAKERS

1 to 10 points

Speakers must be mounted using methods and locations that promote component longevity, system reliability,
safety and proper acoustical performance. In this section, Judges will evaluate the installation integrity of all
speakers. The entire speaker system must be well secured to the respective mounting surfaces (the mounting surface
may be a door panel, rear deck, speaker enclosure, etc.), exhibit reinforced surfaces or well executed enclosures, use
the correct mounting hardware, be located in safe and logical locations of the vehicle, and use the proper speaker
protection appropriate for the particular installation. Proper speaker protection will be determined using a 1” (25mm)
diameter object; if the judge is able to pass that object through the speaker protection at any point, and touch
the cone of the speaker, it will not be considered as properly protected. Points are to be awarded based upon all
speakers being readily accessible by the Judge; if some speakers cannot be accessed, photographs of those speakers
must be presented. The overall score will reflect the installation integrity of the speakers that are accessible and the
photos presented.
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11.4 - OTHER DEVICES

0 to 10 points

Maximum points are scored by those devices that are secured in a fashion that promote component longevity,
system reliability, ease of fuse access and ease of replacement or servicing. In this section, Judges will evaluate
the installation integrity of any audio system component not covered by a previous category. This includes pre-amps,
OEM interfaces/modules, OEM integration processors, equalizers, electronic and passive crossovers, DSP processors,
center channel devices, surround sound processors, noise gates, bass reconstruction processors, line drivers, OEM
Integration components and any other device through which the audio signal will pass once it leaves a source unit
connected to the system, until it reaches the speaker. When multiple devices (as defined above) are present in one
vehicle, the Judges will assign a score based on the least well-installed unit. In the case of multiple source units, the
units not judged under the Source Unit Judging will be judged as Other Devices.
If there are no other pieces of equipment connected to the vehicle’s sound system that can be considered as “Other
Devices”, the score for this section will be zero (0).

12 - System Integration (40 Points Total available)
System Integration Scoring Scale
Perfect

10 points

Exceptional

8 - 9 points

Very Good

6 - 7 points

Good

4 - 5 points

Marginal

2 - 3 points

Needs Improvement

1 point

In this section, Judges will evaluate how well the system components are integrated into the vehicle (physically
and cosmetically) as well as the overall installation theme. Items for consideration are ease of operation, safety,
serviceability, as well as the fit and finish of the installation.
NOTE: OEM components used in the sound system installation that have been modified by the installer and
incorporated into the system will be evaluated in the same fashion as aftermarket components, including but not
limited to: source/integration units, amplifiers, speakers, other devices. Unmodified OEM components will not be
evaluated.
As this scoring section focuses on how well the system components are physically and cosmetically integrated into the
vehicle and the overall installation theme, scoring will be focused on how well this was done in the installation and not
what method of installation it is.
System Integration will be scored on:
•
•
•
•

Source/OEM Integration Unit
Amplifier/s
Speakers
Other Devices

1 to 10 points
1 to 10 points
1 to 10 points
0 to 10 points (If no Other Devices present = 0)
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13 - Craftsmanship (50 Points Total available)
Judges Evaluate Craftsmanship by the Following Scale
Perfect

10 points

Very Good/Excellent

8-9 points

Above Average/Good

6-7 points

Adequate/Average

2-5 points

Needs improvement

1 point

In this section, Judges will evaluate the quality of workmanship and elements of the installation that contribute
to reliability, longevity, and durability of the audio/video system, as well as the overall fit and finish of the
installation. The degree of difficulty involved with the various elements of an installation will be considered
along with use of exotic materials, fasteners and/or installation techniques.

NOTE: OEM components used in the sound system installation that have been modified by the installer and
incorporated into the system will be evaluated in the same fashion as aftermarket components, including but not
limited to: source/integration units, amplifiers, speakers, other devices. Unmodified OEM components will not be
evaluated.
•
•
•
•
•

CRAFTSMANSHIP SECTIONS AND POINT TOTALS
Wiring
1 to 10 points
Source/Integration Unit
1 to 10 points
Amplifier/s
1 to 10 points
Speakers
1 to 10 points
Other Devices
0 to 10 points

14 - Creative Elements (Points Total available based on Division)
Creative Elements points possible (Per Class)
Division
Amateur

Points Possible
30

Street
Pro
Expert
Extreme Open

60
90
120
200

The concept of the Creative Elements scoring section is to reward those competitors for the installation or build
elements within their installation that take it to the next level and raise the standard of installation in our
industry.
Creative Elements points are designed to reward the competitor for going “over and above” a standard system in a
vehicle, using different items or techniques in the build, design and installation of the sound system. For purposes of
clarification, a “standard system” is defined as a sound system comprising of a source unit, amplifier/s, speakers and a
subwoofer in a basic enclosure.
They are items or techniques within the design, build or installation of the system that contribute to the system’s
performance, safety, cosmetics or serviceability. They are items that may also highlight the equipment, installation,
design or build of the system in the vehicle.
In this section, points are awarded not only for the item or technique, but also to the installer for their ingenuity and
“thinking outside the box”, attempting to raise the standards of installation quality.
These items or techniques do not necessarily have to be unique, or uniquely creative or innovative in nature, to earn
points; they may be items or techniques that have been “done before” and still earn points based on their level of
ingenuity, difficulty, integration and craftsmanship.
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All items or techniques to be considered for Creative Elements points should be presented to the IQC judge by the
installer in the form of a written list. Judges will also look for Creative Elements within the installation as they perform the
evaluation and will award points for items that they see, whether there is a list or not. However, it is in the competitor’s
best interest to present a list, as the judge may not be aware of all the intricate details of the installation.
If a competitor chooses not to present a list to the judge, the judge will evaluate only the items they consider to meet the
criteria. It’s likely that a competitor will not score as many Creative Elements points without a list, as the judges are not
as familiar with the installation as the installer is.
Photos are not required with the list; however photos of the Creative Elements to be considered could be included within
the competitor photo log or in a separate section of the photo log book, for review by the judge if necessary.
Each item or technique will be scored on a 6 point scale per item, based on the factors listed below. Points are
calculated in two areas:
•

The level of ingenuity, uniqueness, creativity or innovation (0 to 3 points)

•

The level of difficulty to accomplish and execute (0 to 3 points)

Creative Element points are awarded for the overall application; for example, CE points can be earned for all speakers,
but not each individual speaker. This example also applies to other components, system design, build techniques and
use of materials.
EXAMPLE of CREATIVE ELEMENTS SCORING:
Competitor A builds a subwoofer enclosure out of wood and on one side of the enclosure incorporates a clear Plexiglas
panel, as a window to display the subwoofers and integrate them into the theme of the installation. This allows viewing of
the subwoofer from the cargo area of the vehicle and creates a display in the trunk incorporating the subwoofer.
Competitor B builds a similar enclosure with the same concept in mind, but builds the complete enclosure out of
Plexiglas, then adds mirrored Plexi in with lighting to highlight the subwoofer. Then, Competitor B has the subwoofer
basket chromed for effect.
While both subwoofer enclosures effectively operate at the same performance level and were designed with the same
basic concept in mind, the execution of Competitor B’s subwoofer enclosure achieved a superior cosmetic effect.
Competitor B’s enclosure also required a higher level of ingenuity and design to create, and assembling the enclosure
was more difficult to accomplish and execute.
When judging these two enclosures in this example, a judge could award points in this fashion:
Competitor A
• The level of ingenuity, uniqueness , innovation or creativity - 1 point
• The level of difficulty to accomplish and execute – 1 points
Competitor B
•
•

The level of ingenuity, uniqueness , innovation or creativity - 2 points
The level of difficulty to accomplish and execute – 3 points

Both enclosures are worthy of points, but the level of execution, design, ingenuity and cosmetics in Competitor B’s
enclosure was superior, which merited the additional points awarded.
Keep in mind that this scenario is merely one example of a concept that could potentially earn Creative
Elements points. It is only listed as a frame of reference and does not specify that those exact points would be
awarded in a similar situation.
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11 - GLOSSARY OF TERMS (cont.)
Industry - The term “Industry” by IASCA’s definition refers to the Mobile Electronics Industry and any facet of any other
industry that directly relates to mobile electronics, such as car audio competition (Judge, Trainer, Event Promoter) and
magazines (online and print).
Industry Member - Definition: any individual who is legally employed in the Industry, meaning they receive
compensation from a company within the industry in the form of a paycheck or support for promoting the company’s
brand/s. Industry Members include Manufacturers, Distributors, Retailers and Installation facilities.
OEM - Abbreviation for “Original Equipment Manufacturer”, referring to both the automotive and mobile electronics
industries, for the purposes of these rules. When OEM is referred to through this text, it signifies the original equipment
the vehicle or components came with from the factory when it was originally assembled.
OEM Appearance - This term refers to the vehicle maintaining a similar look to what it did from the manufacturer’s
original design. If a panel in a vehicle is modified, the intent must be to refinish the panel so it maintains an original
“look”, using the same or similar materials and maintaining the same or similar “shape” to its original counterpart. The
look of the modified panel must maintain the flow of the original interior and not be designed to stand out from the rest of
the interior design. Example - A pillars trim panels that do not have OEM tweeters mounted in them from the factory, but
with aftermarket tweeters mounted in them. The original design was a plastic A pillar trim piece attached to the A pillar
frame of the vehicle; the new (or modified) trim piece with the tweeter would be designed to replicate the look of the
original trim piece with similar materials, such as a plastic spray, or a cloth or vinyl material of similar color and texture to
the original trim piece in the vehicle.
Parameters - A fact or set of guidelines that restricts how something is done or what can be done within those facts or
guidelines.
Permanently affixed - An item that has been added to the vehicle with the intent of permanence. An item is considered
permanently affixed if the manner in which it was affixed causes potential damage to the panel where it is attached when
removed. Examples of manners of attachment that could potentially cause damage when removed are, but not limited to:
double sided tape, Velcro, screws, glue, solder, nuts/bolts, screws.
Pillars - The metal posts that hold up the roof of the vehicle. The front pillars at the windshield are commonly referred to
as the “A” pillars, the center pillars at the middle of the roof are referred to as the “B” pillars and the rear pillars at the
back window are referred to as the “C” pillars.
Realism/Realistic - The simulation of the music by the sound system in a way that accurately resembles the live
performance of that music. Also known as Ambience.
Reproductions - The act or process of reproducing the music through the sound system using the source material.
Resonance - An intense and prolonged sound produced by sympathetic vibration, usually caused by the reproduction of
the music by the sound system vibrating a panel in the vehicle. Resonance is the effect of a panel continuing to vibrate,
reproducing a frequency after the musical equivalent of that frequency has stopped playing through the system.
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Securely mounted - For purposes of the SQC rules referring to equipment securely mounted, it refers to any item within
the vehicle that is not properly installed, and could potentially pose a safety hazard to the judge while evaluating the
vehicle and system. Examples of items would include, but are not limited to, remotes, bass knobs, processors,
amplifiers, speakers, etc. Smaller items such as bass knobs or remotes may be mounted with Velcro and be considered
as securely mounted, so long as the Velcro used is properly affixed to a panel and will not fall off. Larger items such as
processors, amplifiers and speakers must be mounted more securely, such as with the use of screws. Wires coming out
of the equipment must also be properly protected against the possibility of being accidentally pulled out of the equipment
by a person’s movement while seated in the seat. NOTE: IASCA, nor any of its representatives (Judges, staff, etc.) are
liable for any damage to any piece of equipment or wiring in a vehicle that is not securely mounted and protected. It is
the competitor’s responsibility to ensure that their equipment and wiring is securely mounted and protected and IASCA
holds no responsibility in regards to any damage that may occur from improperly secured items.
Sense of Space - The ability of the sound system being able to give the listener a “feeling” of being in the area where
the music was originally recorded.
Sibilance - The hissing sound created when certain consonants are vocalized, such as the letter “s”. Can be compared
to the sound made by a tire losing air.
Spectrum - The complete range of audio frequencies from the lowest bass to the highest highs the average human ear
can perceive, commonly referred to as the “Sound Spectrum”.
Stock - Term used when referencing a vehicle, to reference the original (or OEM) design and appearance of that
vehicle, before any modifications were made.
Vehicle - Used as a general term referring to all motor powered cars, trucks, vans, SUV’s, Crossovers and minivans. To
qualify as a “vehicle” under IASCA’s definition, the unit used to house the sound system being evaluated must have a
motor that powers it, a transmission, an electrical system, a front and rear axle (one of which must be the driving axle), a
steering wheel and a seat from which to control the unit while it is in motion. A trailer with a “tow vehicle” attached does
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